Official Journal of The
St. Andrew’s Society of Baltimore
standrewsbaltimore.org

December 2009 — January 2010 * Volume 204 Issue 1 * Stuart Blair Editor

t the St. Andrew’s Christian Community Church a

Kirkin' O' the Tartans was celebrated by the SASB on
October 18".The procession was preceded by the
entrance of the Guilford and Glencoe Juvenile Pipe
Band. The Rev. Ernest R. D. Smart, Pastor
presided over the service and ceremony, as
always with great enthusiasm in a meaningful
message and gratitude to all involved. Many SASB
members and guests remained for a wee while at
the reception following the service.

This style of Kirkin’ worship ~ was introduced to the
United States by the Rev. Dr. Peter Marshall in the
late 1940's as a means of acknowledging and
celebrating Scottish Heritage and the contribution
of all Scots to the United States of America.

n Monday November 30 St. Andrew and St. Margaret

of Scotland Anglican Church in Alexandria, VA held its
annual Kirkin of the Tartan and Evening Prayer

service. November 30 is St. Andrew's Day. St. Andrew,
one of Jesus' 12 disciples, is the patron saint of
Scotland. The service included a blessing of Scottish
tartans, a bagpiper, and Scottish music followed by a
reception with Scottish foods and beverages. We hope
that you represented the SASB at this memorable event.
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It is a humbling to know
that you, the Societies
Members, have the
confidence and faith to
elect me president of
the Society. For this |
thank each and every
member for giving me
the opportunity to lead
our society in the
footsteps of those that
have come before me.

We as a Nation have been experiencing some
tough times as of late and our Society has not been
immune from this. The economic downturn has
had a negative impact on the financial resources of
our Society and those of our members. Consumer
costs are rising which in turn has increased the
costs of programs and events for our Society and
membership.

With this in mind | think we as a Society are doing
fairly well. As the economic downturn began the
Society’'s Board of Managers and The Foundation
Trustees implemented several safeguards to
preserve our capital in the Society House Fund and
The Foundation Principal. These have been
successful and as the markets are beginning to
recover so are these funds.

Both these groups implemented a cost containment
program that has gotten us through the worst of this
downturn by trimming costs where possible,
developing and sticking to balanced budgets and
eliminating items where the Society saw no real
return of benefit to you, the member.

As we move forward it is my intent working with the
Board of Managers and you the membership to
continue the course that has been set. We will
continue capital preservation and hopefully growth
and to continue reviewing programs for cost
containment and increase return of benefit to the
membership of the programs we run.

We will also embark on a course to make events
more affordable to the membership. This will be
accomplished by evaluating our events on an
individual basis with an eye to maintaining the
quality but reducing the cost of putting the event on.
This may involve a change in venue, a change in
menu, a change in entertainment. If you should
have any ideas do not hesitate to forward them to
myself, an officer, a member of the Board of
managers or to the event chairperson. All ideas
and or thoughts on this will be considered in an
effort to control costs and primarily to increase
member participation.

Remember this is your Society; the Board of
Managers is here to serve the memberships
wishes. Contact one of us, come to an event, get
involved in a committee, where can you assist, is
there something you would like to see done. We
have a 204 year history of serving the membership
of our Society and that of the Scottish community,
be a part of continuing this outstanding history into
the future.

Christmas, the Holidays and New Year is rapidly
approaching, | wish everyone and their families a
wonderful and safe season regardless of how you
choose to celebrate. | look forward to seeing you in
the New Year at an event. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve.

Greg Scott
52" President
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The Thanksgiving Day and
Christmas holidays bring with
them a renewed appreciation for
family and friends. Cards and
calls remind us of those who
care about us....and that feels

good.

Being thought of and remembered is a major component
of our health and happiness. This is especially true
when we encounter adversity. Our health can take a
bad turn over night. Our financial stability can be shaken
by unexpected events. Our relationships can be altered
by relocation or death. It is in these kinds of
circumstances that being remembered by other St.
Andrew's Society members can lift us up and sustain

us.

Let us continue to reach out to our members and their
families. Recovering at home are James A. Knowles,
after a fall that resulted in fractures; Richard C.
Manning's wife, Mary Frances, who is contending with
heart and lung issues; Wayne C. Penley, Sr., who is
tending a fractured ankle; Louis B. McCaslin, who is
regaining strength (and is now at the Heritage Harbor
Health & Rehabilitation Center); Michael S. Betts, who
has a broken leg; Robert C. Kennick, who experienced
severe hand injuries; and David Zimmerman, who is
recovering from spinal surgery.

Yours aye,
George

Past President Louis B McCaslin

As you may or may not know Lou is in a nursing
home. | am sure that he would appreciate a visit, a
call, or a card. Please let him know that he is
remembered & not forgotten.

Heritage Harbor Health & Rehabilitation Center
Room 248A

2700 Southaven Rd

Crownsville, MD 21401

Center Phone# 410-897-1300

Lou’s Room Phone# 410-897-1438
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Edward Thomas Robertson, Sr.

It is with sadness and regret that | report the loss of our
Member and friend Edward Thomas Robertson, Sr., who
died on Tuesday, 17 November 2009 at the Veteran’s
Administration hospital on Loch Raven Boulevard.
Edward was a retired Electrical Supervisor, served in the
U.S. Army from 1939 to 1945, and will especially be
remembered as a Survivor of the attack at Pearl Harbor
on 07 December 1941. Born in 1921, Edward was 88
years old, joined the Society on December 4, 1996, and
was a member of Clan Robertson. Our prayers of
thanksgiving for the life of our brother-in-the-kilt, and of
deepest sympathy to his wife Margaret and entire family,
are offered on this loss of our friend and companion.

&

Although Christmas and its customs were in disfavor for
only a short time in England (during the reign of
Cromwell), Scotland ignored the holiday far longer. Bear
in mind that "Christmas" is "Christ's Mass" and mass
was banned in Scotland. There are records of charges
being brought against people for keeping "Yule" as it
was called in Scotland. Amazingly, this dour, joy-
crushing attitude lasted for 400 years. It has only been in
recent years that the Scots observed December 25 as a
special day at all. Until the 1960s, Christmas Day was a
normal working day for most people in Scotland. So if
there is a specifically "Scottish" aspect to Christmas it is
that it was not celebrated!

Christmas Eve in some parts of Scotland is called
Sowans Nicht from "sowans" - a dish made from oat
husks and fine meal steeped in water. And branches of a
rowan tree were burnt on Christmas Eve to signify that
any bad feeling between friends or relatives had been
put aside for Yuletide.

According to legend, it's bad luck to let the fire go out on
Christmas Eve, since that is the time when the elves are
abroad and only a good, roaring fire will keep them from
slipping down the chimney to perform all types of
mischief. On Christmas Day, it is not unusual to have a
bonfire and dance to the sound of bagpipes before
settling down to a hearty dinner of turkey with all the
trimmings. The presents under the Christmas tree were
placed there by Father Christmas just as he does in
neighboring England.

The Scots celebrate Christmas rather somberly and
reserve their merriment for New Year's Eve which is
called Hogmanay . This word may derive from a kind of
oat cake that was traditionally given to children on New
Year's Eve. In Edinburgh, millions fill the streets as
fireworks explode in the skies over the city.
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Patrick Miller of Dalswinton
had offered Burns a choice
of three farms, two on the
rich holms of the River
Nith's east side; and one,
Ellisland, on the west bank,
composed of a fertile strip
along the river itself and
stony fields between the
river and the Dumfries
road.®) Burns visited
Ellisland on 27th February
1788 with James Tennant of
Glenconner, a friend of
himself and his father;¥

taking James's advice he
agreed to sign up to the seventy-six year lease from his
friend Patrick Miller of Dalswinton, taking up the lease of
the farm at Whitsun (25th May) 1788.

Robert had written a letter to his friend Patrick Miller, on
the 20 October 1787:

| want to be a farmer in a small farm, about a plough-
gang, in a pleasant country, under the auspices of a
good landlord. | have no foolish notion of being a tenant
on easier terms than another.

To find a farm where one can live at all is not easy - |
only mean living soberly, like an old-style farmer, and
joining personal industry.

The banks of the Nith are as sweet poetic ground as any
| ever saw; and besides, Sir, 'tis but justice to the
feelings of my own heart and the opinion of my best
friends, to say that | would wish to call you landlord
sooner than any landed gentleman | know...

Burns did not begin farming work until 11th June 1788.
Ellisland had no farmhouse or farm buildings and Patrick
Miller provided Burns with £300 to build one, construct
the byre, cart shed, etc and to stock the farm and
enclose the fields.

Robert had formally married Jean Armour on 20th
March, but Robert, Jean and their two year-old son
Robert would not be able to move into the farm until the
following Spring; Robert at first lodged with David and
Nance Cullie in their cottage near the ruin of the Isle
Tower. In December Jean came down to Nithsdale and
stayed rent free with Robert at the Isle, the country
house of David Newall, a Dumfries lawyer.

The whole family moved into Ellisland during June 1789,
walking the short distance up from the Isle in procession,
and to ensure good luck they entered in their best
clothes, following a servant-maid, Elizabeth Smith, who
carried the family bible on which sat a bowl of salt. As
Robert and Jean entered, an oat-cake was broken over
the head of the wife and everyone gathered for a drink to
the success of the new home; the evening would have
been taken up with a 'house warming'; dancing and
drinking with friends and neighbours. Mrs Dunlop of
Dunlop House had given the couple a four poster bed
and they had a selection of furniture made by Ayrshire
carpenters:

Jean was said to be a good and prudent housewife, kept
everything in neat and tidy order, was well liked by the
servants and provided plenty of wholesome food. The
maid-servant, Elizabeth, previously mentioned was a
cousin. Robert Ainslie was not so complimentary when
he visited Ellisland in October 1790.

Burns' sons Francis Wallace and William Nicol were
born at Ellisland Farm, and their half-sister Betty
(daughter of Helen Anne Park of Dumfries) spent the
first months of her life here too.

For a time Robert's youngest brother William lived at
Ellisland until he got a job as an apprentice saddler near
Carlisle.

The house Burns built stood on a gravelly bank above
the river and had one storey, with garrets for the
servants. In the west end there was a ‘company' room,
and in the east a sitting-room, with a window in the gable
giving fine views of the surroundings. A kitchen and a
bedroom formed the middle of the dwelling. Alexander
Crombie was the stone mason and Thomas Boyd was
the architect. The completion being much delayed and
the account not settled until two months before Burns left
Ellisland.

Burns is said to have been the first to introduce Ayrshire
cattle to Dumfrieshire and other farmers soon followed
his lead once the significantly higher milk yield became
apparent.

During Robert Burns' lifetime, he was involved in several
love affairs. Of all his lovers, was one to whom he wrote
and dedicated the poem “The Highland Lassie.” who
was she?

a) Ann Muir

b) Jean Armour
c) Mary Campbell
d) Elizabeth Paton

Answer on page 6
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News from the students

Sarah McCaslin
University of Edinburgh

Sarah McCaslin, daughter of Society Historian Rodney
K. McCaslin and granddaughter of Past President Louis
B. McCaslin, Jr. e-mailed the Benevolence Committee
from the University of Edinburgh where she is currently a
graduate student in Scottish history. She reports that she
has begun her research studies of Scottish club life
during the Enlightenment under the well published and
respected historians Dr. Alex Murdoch, Professor Tom
Devine, and Dr. Stana Nenadic. As part of the newly
developed Centre for Scottish Diaspora studies, she
indicated that she will be spending a lot of time attending
historical seminars led by the University as well as
conducting individual research in the University of
Edinburgh Library and the National Library of Scotland
(one of the few copyright libraries in the United
Kingdom).

Sarah added that she is living in an ideal location — a
University flat close to the Edinburgh campus and within
easy walking distance to the Royal Mile, Princes Street,
the Grassmarket, the Castle, Holyrood Palace, St. Giles
Cathedral, Greyfriar's Kirk, and the National Museum of
Scotland (where, she not only saw Dolly the Sheep on
display, but also the name of the Saint Andrew’s Society
of Baltimore listed as one of the contributors).

She said she will keep us posted on the progress of her
research as her year of studies draws to a close with her
final dissertation due August, 2010; and again, she
expressed her appreciation for the support of our Society
in her research endeavors.

Ken Pennell, Chair
Benevolence Committee

7

Jock's nephew came to him with a problem.

"I have my choice of two women," he said, "a beautiful,
penniless young girl whom | love dearly, and a rich old
widow whom | can't stand."

"Follow your heart; marry the girl you love,"
Jock counseled.

"Very well, Uncle Jock," said the nephew, "that's sound
advice."

"By the way," asked Jock
"Where does the widow live?"
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A stalwart group of St. Andrew’'s members have
played golf this year during the Spring, Summer
and Fall. We could not have asked for better
weather, whether hot & muggy or cool & rainy.
However, we were not so prepared for our last
outing, 5 stalwart guys, Dan McQueen, Bob Brown,
Bill Kommalan plus our guests Vern Resau and
Barry Webman seized the day to play in
supposedly adverse conditions. On October 27",
at Compass Point Golf Course, Pasadena, our
members awoke to a glorious day, as if we were in
Scotland. The weatherman was right on target by
predicting rain from the evening before, on through
the morning of the next day. Just like our
ancestors, we debated the conditions for a while,
but decided to push on and begin our final round of
golf for the year. Once we held our clubs in hand
and stood on the first tee, we knew the day would
be great. Surprisingly, the rain gods smiled (maybe
frowned) on us as rain continued to fall. At one
time we felt it was time to build an Ark, but our carts
never failed to take (float) us to the next tee. Shot
after perfect shot, put after perfect put, we placed
our feet squarely on sodden turf and played a full
18 holes. It was a time for communing with our
ancestors, who must have had a similar experience
(if they ever played the game). | only wish some
one had thought to bring some liquid sunshine to
warm us up. Anyway, I'm sure our ancestors were
proud of us for not being wimps in the face of a few
rain drops, because it was a great time, had by all.

In contrast, on September 22", 2 foursomes were
organized to play Compass Point in really “terrible
weather”. The sun played peak a boo with the
clouds & did not favor us with liquid disbursements
from on high. Therefore we were not transported
back to Scotland. The fact is there were no
excuses for our play as the weather was just not
adverse enough. The pictures show the group at
the Nineteenth Hole. As you can see there was
one hell of a water hole, like the Chesapeake Bay
to play over. Actually, the group found hot dogs,
hamburgers & beer at Bill Kommalan’s house while
recalling all those lost balls we could not find.

After a great season, we can't wait for the snows to
come and go so we can begin again in April, 2010.
We welcome all who are brave enough to take up
the challenge of lost balls, sand traps, out of bound
hooks & slices, but with the satisfaction of an
occasional drive right down the middle, with a great
lay up shot to the green and to sink the ball in one
put, in the ancient game of golf gives us a great lift.
Try it by joining us sometime.

Aye,
Bill Kommalan

3052 Arizona Avenue

Parkville, MD 21234

H: (410) 663-6988  W: (410) 561-8280
Email: chriss@gorgesco.com
Clan: Sinclair

Insurance

Joined: 10/6/2009

Answer to trivia question from page 4
Mary Campbell
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Evelyn O’Conner, wife of the late Pat O’'Conner has
donated Pat’s Highland attire to the SASB Foundation.
The inventory of items for sale listed to the right will
benefit the SASB Foundation Benevolence. Cost of
items will be determined within market price. Further
details, contact Quartermaster, Stuart Blair 410-665-
6440 or email: thistleman@verizon.net

Membership Renewal Notices for 2010 have been sent
to members shortly. The Dues year runs from
November 1* through October 31% so members are
asked to respond in a timely manner. You are
encouraged to check the data for accuracy and make
any corrections to email address, phone numbers,
address, spouse, etc. when you return the form being
sent. A new Membership Directory will be generated for
distribution in early 2010 from the data in our files at
year’s end. Any questions, please contact Herb Glasby,
Membership Secretary, at 410-437-0647 or email at
hglasby@comcast.net. Thank you.

It is a goal of the new editor to have the Pibroch added
to the Society’s web-site, so keep checking
http://www.standrewsbaltimore.org where you can also

find more pictures of Society events.

/,
David Zimmerman and other photographers have been
passing the photos of many events to the Society’s
webmaster, Jim Wallace, who has been putting them on
our website: http://standrewsbaltimore.org/. You may
find these photos under the “Photo Albums” section or
by going directly to
http://standrewsbaltimore.org/photoalbum/index.html.
Each photo will enlarge if you click on it. Enjoy reliving
fond moments.

The December issue of the Pibroch will be the final one
for the current Sponsoring “Advertisers”. Kindly let Herb
Glasby (410-437-0647 or hglasby@comcast.net) know if
you will continue your sponsorship for next year. Many
thanks for your support in helping to underwrite the
expense of the Pibroch.

Help underwrite the costs of publishing the Pibroch.
Sponsorships have the following breakdown:

1/8-Page for three issues is $75
1/8-Page for six issues is $125
1/4-Page for three issues is $90
1/4-Page for six issues is $150
1/2-Page for three issues is $150
1/2-Page for six issues is $275
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Wool, Dark Heather, Day Wear Jacket (made in Britain) - Size
42 Long? (Condition: very good)

Wool, Red, Regimental Jacket, with piping - Size 42 Long?
(Condition: good)

Black Prince Charlie Coatee with Matching Three-Button Vest
- Size 42 Long? (Condition: very good)

Wool Kilt - MacDonald/Lord of the Isles (Green) Ancient -
(Condition: very good)

Wool Kilt - MacDonald (Clan) - (Condition: very good)
Wool Fly - MacDonald/Lord of the Isles (Green) Ancient -
(Condition: very good)

Brass-trimmed, brown wood pommel, Highland Dirk in
black leather sheath (about 18 inches)-(Condition: very
good)

Chrome-trimmed, brown pommel, Highland Dirk, in black
leather sheath (about 18 inches) - (Condition: good)

Scottish Sealskin Dress Sporran, beige with silver
ornamentation - approximately 60 years old -(Condition:
good)

Black Leather Sporran - (Condition: very good)

Black Glengarry, with red, black, and white dicing with
MacDonald Clan Crest, Size 7-3/4 - (Condition: good)

Khaki Short-sleeved Shirt  (100% Polyester - Heavy)
(U.S.Navy Official Uniform), Size 17 XL 17-1/2 -(Condition:
Good - no patches or pins)

Flashes - solid green to match MacDonald/Lord of the
Isles Kilt - 2 pairs (Condition: very good) Black

Leather Kilt Belt (40" adjustable) with Pewter Buckle -
(Condition: very good)

Black Leather Kilt Belt (48" no-adjustable) with Brass
Buckle - (Condition: good)

Thistle Brooch, polished pewter, with large simulated topaz,
approximately 4" in diameter - (Condition: very good)

Ghillie Brogues, pair, black, size 10-1/2, with simulated
polished silver buckles - (Condition: good)

Black Leather Belt Pouch, 3" x 4" x 1-1/2"-(Condition:
good)

Black Leather Sheath and Dirk Holder,
good)

11" - (Condition:

Bound Copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of the St.
Andrew's Society of Baltimore,  printed in Baltimore, MD
1904, Sapp Bros. Press (with a list of Members and Officers,
1806 through 1904) -(Condition: very good).



